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the persecution of the \Yalclenses, which resulted
from his desire to secure the friendship of the Pro-
tector. But, although he thus increased the reputa-
tion of his country, and although waggons of silver
passing from Portsmouth to London bore eloquent
testimony to the success of Blake, there \vas a funda-
mental error in the foreign policy of Cromwell In
his zeal for the Protestant cause he regarded Spain
as the great Catholic state, and adopted, in fact,
the same attitude as Burleigh. But the empire of
Philip II. had passed away, and, while its actual
territorial extent was not greatly decreased, its
energy had disappeared. On the other hand,
France, thanks to the ability of Henry IV, and of
Richelieu, was rapidly rising to that pre-eminent posi-
tion which she held until the death of Louis XIV\r
and in allying with Mazarin Cromwell only assisted
the rise of that power, against which his successors
had to wage many a long war. It must be acknow-
ledged, however, that he was as advanced as his
contemporaries, who still believed in the strength of
Spain, and that his fault was, after all, mainly lack of
prescience, since there were no conclusive signs to
show the change in the balance of power.

The policy of Cromwell at once illustrates and, to
a great extent, reveals his character. Me was most
intensely religious, trust in the guidance of a Higher
Power appears in every line of his letters, and their
nature precludes the idea that he was a hypocrite.
But his religion was rational. He was not, like the
" Fifth Monarchy Men," insanely violent; on the
contrary, the keynote of his Church policy was